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Vietnam - China Comradeship: Its Historical Change and Prospect for the Future
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The “ comrades plus brothers” relationship between China and Vietnam, which
was based on the personal friendship of the communist leaders, ended in the late 1970s due to their
passing away. Then, since the normalization of relations between the both countries in 1991, the

younger leaders have come to refer to the word “ comrades plus brothers” as a symbol of the
historical friendship between both countries. Especially since the establishment of the Xi Jinping
leadership in China, the difference of attitude to the use of the word has been getting apparent
between the both sides: the Vietnamese side has been trying to limit the coverage of the word to the
specific period of the past, whereas the Chinese side has been making an effort to strengthen the
communist unity between the two countries under the name of “ comrades plus brothers” .
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