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Based upon sociological theories about social capital (R.Putnam), two-step
flow of communication model (E.Katz and P.F.Lazarsfeld), and creative city (R.Florida), this
research project aims to study transboundary cultural networks and their functions for cultural
advancement and tourism promotion in the countryside of Japan. Sociological case studies of
collaborative cultural practices by local and transboundary networks in ltoigawa show: first, the
functions of their practices for community development and tourism promotion, and second, the
construction of hybrid cultural places (Japanese gardens Hisui-en and Gyokusui-en and Tanimura Art
Museum) through the collaborative practices by transboundary cultural network of ltoigawa
influential figures (Soma Gyofu and Tanimura Shigeo) and distinguished artists in several fields
(garden designer Nakane Kinsaku, sculptor Sawada Seiko, and architect Murano Togo).
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