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How did the introduction of the law school system and the new bar exam change
the gender stratification of Japanese lawyers?: A comparative study of the

results of two surveys 11 years apart

Nakamura, Mayumi
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This study investigates the effect of judicial reform on the existing gender
stratification of Japanese lawyers. The judicial reform in Japan incurred a vast increase In the
lawyer population. Between 2008 and 2019, the lawyer population almost doubled in Japan. How did
such change affect preexisting gender stratification among Japanese lawyers? To investigate the
impact of this change, we conducted the 2019 survey as a follow-up to the 2008 survey. The results
showed that middle-aged female lawyers are the ones who got hit hardest by the change. The income
decreased for lawyers of both genders, but the income decline was most significant among middle-aged
female lawyers. In addition, female lawyers in their 50s were less likely to be a partner in the
2019 survey than they were in the 2008 survey. On the other hand, specialization choices became
more gender-neutral in 11 years.
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