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Identifying the ecosystem surrounding fake news : the middle media®s role as a
disseminator of false content
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This study identified existing fake news and the process of its generation
and dissemination to unveil the ecosystem surrounding fake news in Japan that had largely escaped
scrutiny. | found what | call the “ fake news pipeline” through which fake news generated by the
middle media reaches influential online news portal sites. | also found how fact-checking messages
are “ weaponized” by partisans to attack the political opponent during elections -- this study
highlights the imminent challenges we face in addressing fake news.
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