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This study showed that hepatocyte growth factor (HGF) inhibits
hypoxia-induced apoptosis of islet cells. In chitosan gel that slowly releases HGF, addition of HGF
into the gel enabled primary subcutaneous transplantation of macro-encapsulated islets. However,
this effect lasted about 5 months and this observation suggested that durability of gel material is
important for the sustained transplantation effect of this kind of macro-encapsulated islets.
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