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Construction of a tactile map information distribution system linked to a
tactile map display to assist the visually impaired in walking
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We have developed a prototype of a small tactile map system that converts
map information acquired from a mobile information terminal into tactile map information. Using this
system, objects can be identified by focusing on the colors of roads and buildings on a map
acquired from a mobile information terminal, and information on roads and directions in the current
location can be immediately displayed on an LED display based on the binarized information. The
basic technology has been completed by the final year of the project, and we are planning to link
the various parts as soon as possible to enhance their functions, and conduct operational and
demonstration tests of the entire system.
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