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The goal of this study was to construct an approach called communitarian
pragmatism as an alternative to the framework of intention-based semantics, which has become the
standard view of speaker meaning. In intention-based semantics, what it is for a speaker to mean
something is explained in terms of the speaker®s intention. In this study, however, we showed that a

better theory can be obtained by using Margaret Gilbert"s concept of "joint commitment. This new
theory is called "jointness-based semantics.”™ In this theory, the act of meaning something is viewed
in terms of a commitment mutually undertaken by the speaker and the listener.
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