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The obﬂective of this research project is to analyze harmful linguistic
activities, such as hate speech, that can create distrust and division among the citizens of a
society, using research methods in philosophy of language and the related fields. We first focused
on the meaning of linguistic items themselves, including racial and ethnic slurs and constructions
used to insult people. One of the findings was that such expressions have complex and socially
significant meanings that the speakers cannot be aware of. We then turned to the actual uses of such
expressions. In particular, we examined harmful posts on social media and explored the
possibilities of technologies for automatically detecting them.
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