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Rethinking the formation of the twelve links of dependent origination
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So far, researchers on early Indian Buddhism claim that they cannot detect
the twelve-links dependent origination teaching in the Buddhist canon which contains rebirth twice.
Contrary to such claims, | pointed out that the Vibhanga sutta (Samyuttanikaya 12.2) has that. In
the teaching of the sutta, only the four angas (vinnana, phassa, vedana, and tanha) are described as

“ cha- X-kaya-" (for example, “ cha- vinnana-kaya-" ). The reason why such specific description is
used for the four angas is because the teaching in the Vibhanga sutta takes over the dependent
origination teaching which tells the above four angas are originated from salayatana. In this
teaching which begins with salayatana, the six faculties (cha- indriya-) are described with singular
form, but the six objects of the faculties are with plural form. The description “ cha- X- kaya-"
expresses the plurality of the objects of the four angas by the term “ kaya-.”
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