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This research project aimed to understand the criticism against spirituality

coming from people who claimed to have once been ‘ insiders’ . In the first half of the project,
the analysis of 504 blog entries written by these ‘ spirituality ditchers’ revealed that their
critiques were not targeting spirituality itself, but the morality of capitalist transactions framed
as ‘ spiritual’ . This led me, in the second half of the project, to consider through an
examination of 306 court judgements (from the late 1980s to 2020), the kinds of consumer claims
usually associated with "spiritual® services. This research pointed me towards the existence of
structural and moral commonalities between today’ s rising problem of fictitious billing and the
increase in the number of trials dealing with the so-called spiritual sales.
This project funded the conduct of 7 research presentations, 1 research article, 1 book chapter, 1
co-authored dialogue and 1 monograph (to be published in November 2022).
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