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This research project examined the policies of the Overseas Missionary Monk
Training Programme, attended by many of the Thai Theravada Buddhist monastics who are engaged in the
dissemination of Buddhism overseas. The programme has a dual purpose of supporting the religious
and cultural needs of the Thai Buddhist diaspora communities and of acquiring converts overseas, and
the importance of acquiring converts has assumed particular importance in recent years. This may be
attributed to the view of Islam being a threat to Buddhism, which has been spreading in Thailand as
well as Myanmar and Sri Lanka.
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