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This research examines Japan®s historicisation of its own Antiquity from the

perspective of art history, on the premise that Western culture had positioned antiquity as its
origin to establish itself as a modern state. The research clarified the transition and
disappearance of images of goddesses as representations of the national identity created in the
latter half of the Meiji era, during the establishment of national Shintoism. The research also
explained the role of national treasures at the world expositions and international exhibitions,
while Japan emphasises visualising history. In addition, the involvement of the bureaucrats in art
administration and foreign art strategy was also confirmed during the transition from the clan
bureaucracy to the academic bureaucracy around the late Meiji era. The main result of this research
is that it concretely shows the node between ancient and modern times through art.
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