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The ﬁurpose of this research is to place bamboo art in the history of modern
Japanese art, focusing on the works and production activities of 11ZUKA Rokansai. The research
focused on (1) a close examination of documents related to the lizuka family which were donated to
the Tochigi Prefectural Museum of Fine Arts; (2) a collection of documents related to bamboo art,
mainly from the 1930s to 1940s, when Rokansai was active; and (3) interviews with the lizuka family
and their followers, especially with the holders of the important intangible cultural property who
lived in Tochigi Prefecture. The study also examined Rokansai®s vision of bamboo art as an art along
with the background of the times.

In addition, field research was conducted on exhibitions of Japanese bamboo art held in Europe and
the United States, as well as on private collections. The study revealed the characteristics of
Japanese bamboo art and examined the possibilities for their future development.
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