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The goal of this research was to determine the depth and breadth of Henry
Miller s relationship with Japan. The research process included visiting numerous archive
libraries, data-mining dozens of digital databases, and conducting personal interviews. This crucial
methodology was incorporated into the collected data and the results have been published in several
academic articles. This research reveals that Miller was closely connected with Japan from the
early 1920s, until his death in 1980. Miller interacted with numerous Japanese artists and married
Hoki Tokuda in 1967.
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At the beginning of this research, studies on Henry Miller were focused significantly on
various methods of literary analysis. My goal was to unveil a new area of Miller studies, one
that looked at both biographical as well as the influence of Japonisme on the life of Miller.
Previously, no biographers of Miller had focused on the Japanese aspects in Miller’s life.
Therefore, the field of Miller studies was wide open for this new perspective.

Having conducted archive research at several archive libraries in the United States, | had
uncovered numerous letters from Japanese people to Henry Miller. With several of these
correspondences, it was evident that Miller had replied to the letters—sometimes numerous
times. In some instances, Miller’s correspondence with the Japanese person lasted for several
years. For example, the correspondence between Miller and Kubo Sadajiro began in 1952 and
ended with Miller’s death in 1980 (although, by the mid-1970s, they were mostly talking on
the telephone).

Additionally, due to Miller’s interest in Japan, it became evident that Japanese art had
influenced Miller’s artwork. Japanese topics, such as Geisha and Samurai, had also been
incorporated into Miller’s writing. This research project examined Miller’s published and
unpublished materials, searching for Japanese-related content. Ultimately, | discovered that
the vast majority of Miller’s writing contains—in some way or other—references to Japanese
culture, art, and history.

The purpose of this study was to empirically prove that Miller—throughout his life—had
been interested in Japan, but also had been influenced by Japan. Therefore, in order to prove
this argument, | needed to uncover new material that demonstrated and proved my thesis.



More importantly, this project was aimed to expand Henry Miller studies beyond the borders
of the West in order to more broadly demonstrate the Eastern influence on Miller. More
specifically, 1 intended to add Miller to the various academic and critical discussions
concerning Japan and the United States. It is far too common that scholars look to the more
famous artists that were influenced by Japanese art (for example: Vincent van Gogh).
Scholars should incorporate a broader spectrum of artists who demonstrate an indebtedness
to Japonisme.
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The two primary methods of research were archival libraries and personal interviews. The
third important method, but less revealing of new information, was scouring digital
databases for articles connecting Henry Miller with Japan.

Archival libraries in Japan and the United States contained the most significant source of
new materials connection Miller with Japan. Significantly, the

holds hundreds of letters from Miller to various people in Japan, and elsewhere. Kubo
Sadajiro was a collector of Henry Miller letters. After Miller died, Kubo continued to purchase
large collections of letters, including Miller’s unpublished manuscripts. These rare materials
and letters helped unveil numerous additional personal connections between Miller and
Japan.

Also important were interviews with individuals who knew Miller during his life in Los
Angeles, California. Since Miller died in 1980, there are still several dozen people who are
living that knew Miller at the peak of his interest in Japan. Certainly the most important
person that | interviewed and became friends with is Hoki Tokuda , Miller’ s
Japanese ex-wife. Additional interviews included members of Miller’ s local group of friends,
many of whom were from Japan or were connected with the Japanese in the Los Angeles
community.

Printed articles in newspapers and magazines have revealed additional important historical
information. In particular, the Japanese gossip magazines from the 1960s and 1970s, often
printed interviews with Miller and . Locating the Japanese articles required
numerous Vvisits to the . Additionally, I purchased memberships to various
library databases in the United States in order to access databases with digitized news
articles.



The culmination of the archival material, interviews, and databases assisted me in
uncovering an extensive record concerning the Japanese interest in Henry Miller. These
three types of materials have been incorporated into my publications on Miller and Japan.

12

1932 11

1932

Research results for this project have helped demonstrate the importance of this project. Over
the last four years, | have been able to publish nine journal articles connected to Miller and
Japan. Additionally, I have given twelve conference presentations concerning Miller and
Japan, or his interest in the Orient. Each year, | uncovered new information that supported
new journal articles and conference presentations.

The large number of publications and conference presentations reveal that there is a
significant interest in this research topic of Miller and Japan. During a conversation during
a conference presentation last year, I have learned about a “lost” Japanese-German film. This
lost film is a movie that Miller watched in November 1932, while living in Paris. The title of
this “lost” film is Nippon and for the last year I have been researching the publication and
distribution history of this film in an effort to determine how Miller was able to view the film
in Paris, 1932. This new film project directly derives from the research on Miller and Japan.

The current stage of this research involves outlining a book proposal to a major publisher.
There is now enough information on Miller and Japan to enable me to publish a book-length
study of Miller’s engagement with Japan. I intend to outline each decade of his life and
Miller's interaction with all things Japanese.
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