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This research project, originally developed from my Ph.D. thesis about P. B.

Shelley®s poetics of sensibility, explored how the figure of Venus Urania (the celestial Venus) had

been created and transformed from the age of Shelley to the beginning of the twentieth century in
the history of English literature. My research compared Shelley*s imagery of Venus Urania to some
similar figures conceived by those poets and writers who could be tentatively labelled "the
Neo-Romantics" ranging from the Romantics, the pre-Raphaelites, and the Aesthetes, to the Georgian
poets, which revealed certain traits of Shelley"s modernity in his poetics--a perpetual oscillation
between hope and despair, or, in other words, idealism and scepticism.
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