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Representations of Japanese American Internment Experiences in Children®s
Literature
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I read and analyzed children®s fictional books about Japanese American
internment during World War Il published from the 1940s to 2010s, by using Stuart Ching"s theory of
authenticity in multicultural children®s literature. He insists that books questioning power
relations in society be approved as authentic multicultural literature. Whether or not the injustice
done by the government and racial hierarchy in society are strongly criticized in a story depends
on a writer.

The publication of internment stories has been closely related with the social environment of its
time. Yoshiko Uchida®s book based on her own experience came out in the 70s, when the Redress
Movement began to draw public attention. In the post-9/11 period, reflecting the increase of hate
crimes against Muslim Americans and the government policy on immigration, the publication of
internment stories has been rising. Some of them are written in relation to oppressive experiences
of other racial/ethnic minorities.
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The Moved-Outers (1945), Florence Crannell Means. Tradition (1945), Anne Emery.
Nisei Daughter (1953), Monica Sone.

1970 80

Journey to Topaz (1971), Yoshiko Uchida. Journey Home (1978), Yoshiko Uchida.
Farewell Manzanar (1973), Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston.

1990

The Bracelet (1993), Yoshiko Uchida. The Moon bridge (1995), Marcia Savin.

So Far From the Sea (1998), Eve Bunting. Baseball Saved Us (1993), Ken Mochizuki.
2000

When the Emperor Was Divine (2002), Julie Otsuka.

Thin Woodwalls (2004), David Patneaude. Weedflower (2006), Cynthia Kadohata.

A Place Where Sunflowers Grow (2006), Amy Lee-Tai .

Kiyo’ s Story (2007), Kiyo Sato.

The Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet (2009), Jamie Ford.

2010

The Fence Between Us (2010), Kirby Larson. Sylvia and Aki (2011), Winifred Conkling.
The Red Kimono (2013), Winifred Conkling.

Silver Like Dust (2013), Kimi Cunningham Grant.

Red Berries, White Clouds, Blue Sky (2014), Sandra Dallas.

2010

Gaijin (2014), Matt Faulkner. Dash (2016), Kirby Larson.

Paper Wishes (2017), Lois Sepahban. Write to me (2019), Cynthia Grady.

Dust of Eden (2018), Mariko Nagai. They Called Us Enemy (2019), George Takei.
Displacement (2020), Kiku Hughes. Internment (2020), Samira Ahmed.
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