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This project focused on the learning of Japanese verb meanings using
syntactic cues, where these cues, arguments and case markers, are very frequently absent in the
input. We built Japanese Picture book Predicate-Argument Structure corpus, analyzed this corpus to
investigate the distribution of syntactic cues in picture books, and conducted simulations to
explore how and to what extent Japanese verb classes could be learned using the cues in picture
books. The corpus is unprecedented in the field. The analysis demonstrated that a different form of
input may contain different kinds and amounts of evidence, suggesting the importance of examining a
variety of input available to learners. The simulations built a basis to further explore the
relation between input and the learning of verb meanings.
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50 The cat gave a flower (to the bird).
; The rabbit was smiling.
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