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An Empirical Study of Expressions of Degree

Toji, Yusuke
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In this study, we conducted a questionnaire survey focusing on
expressions of degree, such as the comparative correlation construction and V-sugiru construction,
in Japanese. There are two interpretations of “ Sensei-ga muzukasii ronbun-o erabi sugi ta” using
the V-sugiru construction, the first being “ the amount of the teacher’ s choice of paper was
excessive,” focusing on “ choosing,” and the second being “ the difficulty of the paper that the
teacher chose was excessive,” Tfocusing on “ difficulty.” In this study, we conducted a
guestionnaire survey to analyze the mechanism whereby such interpretations of the V-sugiru
construction and comparative correlation construction arise. It was found that the grammaticality
Bredicted by the analysis of V-sugiru constructions is consistent with the results of the survey,

ut some speakers interpret the comparative correlative constructions differently than the proposed
analysis.
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