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A Syntactic Approach to the Development of Double Comparative Constructions
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This study aims to account for the development of comparative constructions
in the history of English, by postulating the syntactic and pragmatic approach proposed by Mustanoja
(1960) and Kyté&#246; and Romaine (1997).
It is argued that the appearance of double comparatives is peripherally caused by increasing
frequency of periphrastic comparatives along with a drift in the history of English from synthetic
to analytic language. By using previous studies and the result of my investigation, it is explained
that the loss of double comparatives is due to the interactions between the division of pragmatic
labor between inflectional comparatives and periphrastic comparatives, and the above drifts.
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