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This study examines the ways in which Japanese language education is
situated within Japan’ s foreign policy, especially Japan’ s diplomatic activities and policies for
Japanese descendants overseas, as well as broader cultural diplomacy. In addition to analyzing
policy documents, this study also collected and analyzed interview and ethnographic data. Interviews

were conducted with the participants of related programs about their life trajectories before
participating as well as their perspectives for future; and their interactions during pre-departure
training sessions were observed. The analysis of these interview and ethnographic data were combined
with the analysis of policy documents, with the aim of examining the relationship between
individuals and policies, in ﬁarticular, the process in which the voluntary actions of individuals
become part of policies and the actual impact that policies can have on individuals.
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