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A comparative study of speech rhythm metrics for English language learners using
a speech corpus
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The purpose of this research project was to investigate how the speech
rhythms produced by native Japanese speakers of English differ from those of native English speakers
using various rhythm indices, and to examine the effective use and limitations of these indices. In
addition, as the project progressed, it became aware that the process by which the indices
originally used in rhythm typology research came to be used in the assessment of learners” speech
rhythms was not always widely understood and could cause confusion among language teaching
practitioners, so | decided to describe this process as well. As a result, | was able to describe
the flow from typology research to assessment research and also confirm the impact of whole-sentence
duration from the analysis of the speech database.
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