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How does pinyin contribute to interactive communication in Mandarin Chinese?: A
study from lexicon to sentences
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(1) The objective phonological similarity for 2,058 Chinese-Japanese
two-kanji compound words were calculated. The results were available to be searched at the
web-accessible database. (2) It was proved there was a strong correlation between the objective
phonological similarity and the subjective phonological similarity in Chinese-Japanese two-kanji
compound words among native Japanese speakers, and examined various background factors of learners”
judgments for phonological similarities. (3) The effect of tones in the phonetic production and
perception of Chinese-Japanese two-kanji compound words in Chinese by Japanese learners of Chinese
was demonstrated by a tonal perception experiment and lexical naming task. (4) The background
factors of learners® understanding of prosodic information was shown by tonal perception experiment,

lexical naming task, prosodic understanding experiment, and two Chinese language proficiency tests.
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