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This study examined the effects of relevance instructions on English as a
foreign language (EFL) readers’ text processing and memories. The results of reading time and
recall tasks demonstrated that the relevance instructions induced participants to pay additional
attention to the relevant information, and their text memory for the relevant information was
improved. The results also suggested that the size of relevance effects in text processing and
memory depends on text difficulty. When participants read the difficult text, they were not able to

sufficiently engage in strategic processing and the reading times and text recall were less
influenced by the relevance of text information.
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