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The aim of this study was to facilitate the implementation of the
plurilingual * Awakening to Languages’ approach in the teaching of foreign languages activities in
Japanese elementary schools, through which the following were achieved: (1) Development of Awakening

to Languages materials suited to the Japanese context, through action research with several
in-service elementary teachers around Japan; (2) Investigation of teacher training practice in
France, where Awakening to Languages activities are integrated into the curriculum, leading to a
deepened understanding of training methods and systems, which resulted in; (3) Implementation of
Awakening to Languages programs in university teacher-training courses and in online teacher
training sessions domestically and internationally. Furthermore, an international collaborative
research group, inclusive of Japanese elementary school teachers, was established.
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