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The purpose of this stud% was to clarify the character and origin of the
Shosoin and Dunhuang documents as historical archives related to the ancient sutra copying project
through a comparative study of the document and sutra scroll groups. Comparisons between Shosoin
documents and Nara-period manuscripts, and between Dunhuang documents and Dunhuang manuscripts, have
been discussed in the past, but by combining them, 1 was able to identify some of the differences
in the work processes carried out in the site of ancient sutra scroll copying. In addition, through
research of Nara-period sutra scrolls remaining in various locations, | found several new sutra
scrolls that were copied at the Todaiji sutra copying office, which formed the Shosoin document.
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