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The new Meiji government was strongly aware of the protection and
utilization of "civil rights" and was developing discussions for that purpose. Government officials
have proclaimed a "new government" that solves the problems of the people and guarantees a fair
society and a comfortable life. And in order to realize it, the people®s cooperation and voluntary
activities are required. Due to the difficulties of this "new government," government officials
incorporated the people®s "civil rights" into the new laws, and while expecting discussions and
adjustments by the parliament, they expected the Meiji Restoration to be realized by the voluntary
exercise of the people®s "civil rights.” It can be said that it was a "civil rights” theory linked
to ghglis§Uﬁ of the realistic development of the Meiji Restoration, rather than a genuine defense of

"civil rights.”
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