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Hidemaro Konoye®'s Role in Dissemination of Japanese Culture and International
Music Exchange in Prewar Japan
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The research is aimed to unveil the musical activities and international
exchanges of Hidemaro Konoye (1898-1973), one of the first Japanese musicians to gain international
acclaim, and to lay the groundwork for Konoye studies. To achieve this goal, | undertook the
following tasks: 1) surveying and collecting overseas materials related to Hidemaro Konoye; 2)
preserving and digitizing the materials; 3) releasing a catalog database of his compositions and
arrangements in Japanese and English; 4) organizing exhibitions, lecture concerts, symposiums, etc.;

5) producing rental scores for performance; 6)publishing handoutlines book as records of his
communication; 7) publishing his arrangement of “ Kimigayo: Japanese national anthem” . These
activities revealed that Konoye’ s stay in Europe was crucial for his musical career, and that his
experience greatly influenced his later conducting activities.
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