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Treating the history of National Progerty Administration in modern Japan,
this project analyzes how modern Japan worked in behalf of the public interest, and what kind of
problems were concealed.

This project clarifies following two points. From the Meiji era to the Taisho era, because the term
of * kokyo (the public)’ was used mostly in the local administration, promotion of the public
interest was a task of the local administration. And, even as the important question of ‘ what is
Public’ arose in the political process, local officers put the highest priority on smooth conduct
of local affairs because it was clearly designated as their primary responsibility. This resulted in
a situation during the Meiji Era in which awareness about the idea of the ‘' public’ Tfailed to
become a focal point in local administration.
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