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This project made it clear that much merchandise was carried from
port-cities including Bombay to Pune, the central city of the Maratha Confederacy first, and then
re-distributed in different directions. The opening of the railway from Bombay in 1853 strongly
affected these relations between Bombay and its hinterland. The reclamation of land around the
Bombay island and the development of its port facilities after this opening led to the growth of
Bombay as the econo-political center in Western India, However, Pune, to which the railway networks
were connected, remained one of inland commercial centers. Its growth after the late nineteenth
century will be considered in future.
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