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To reconstruct the regional cultural history as the formative background of
the Tian Shan North Way, the Silk Road, the present study conducted an archaeological survey in the
western Chuy Valley, northern Kyrgyz. Registering a total of 93 sites, the archaeological survey
revealed that the occupations commenced at the end of the Late Bronze Age (ca. 1000-800 BC) and
reached a peak during the Late Middle Age (ca. 9-14th centuries AD). In addition, enclosures
attributable to the ancient pastoral nomads may show a clear concentration in the mountain foot
during the Late Middle Age, while these are primarily confirmed around the cities and towns in the
central valley during the Early Middle Age. This late distribution pattern implies that the Kara
Khanid pastoral nomads settled in the cities and towns during the winter season to intensively
participate in the international trade along the Silk Road.
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