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An Anthropological Study on a Process of Making the Interface between ™
Religious™ and "Secular”: a Case Study of Everyday Practices among "Refugees" at
Buddhist Temples in Thailand
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Focusing on the life practices of "refugees" from the Shan State of
Myanmar who flowed into Buddhist temples in urban Thailand, this study ethnographically clarifies
how the interface between religious-secular has been composed in contemporary society. By residing
in the physical space of temples, Shan "refugees,”™ whether lay or ordained, develop practices in
association with diverse actors in order to satisfy their needs for living while at the same time
reorganizing the laws and norms that govern their practices and recreating the interface between
religious and secular.
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