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This study investigates the American judicial selection, from the dual
level of federal and state, and identifies the relationship among judicial independence, democratic
legitimacy, and public trust. Also, it surveys the Japanese judicial selection that inherited some

U.S. state constitutions, presenting the design of institutional reform.
~ Judicial selection itself is the foundation of the judicial system. This research has social
significance for it provides the new judicial design from the viewpoint of balancing judicial

independence and democracy and securing public trust in the Supreme Court of Japan.
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