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Temporal and Material Scope of Self-Defence short of Armed Conflict
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Under contemporary international law, even if a State exercises the right of
self-defence, that does not necessarily mean that an international armed conflict thereby occurs,
if such self-defence is exercised against a single armed attack. The content of the principles of
necessity and proportionality of self-defence may vary according to the two concepts of "an armed
attack™, i.e. a single armed attack and a series of armed attacks. In the former case in which an
armed conflict does not occur, the principle of necessity in the material sense, i.e. no alternative
measures other than use of force, and the quantitative proportionality, i.e. proportionality
between an armed attack and the responsive use of force in self-defence applies. In the latter case,
the principle of necessity in the temporal sense, i.e. temporal proximity between an armed attack
and the responsive use of force, and the qualitative proportionality, i.e. proportionality between

aim and end, should be satisfied.
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