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Regarding the insanity and the diminished responsibility stipulated in
Article 39 of the Criminal Code, especially the latter, the following is clarified from criminal
trial and treatments of mental illnesses in France.

First, individual rights of the suspect / defendant are guaranteed by the provision of the
diminished responsibility. The fact that it is not just a sentencing situation, but a binding legal
cause for lightening, causes the court to carefully scrutinize the claim of diminished
responsibility.

Second, legal or judicial aids are required for suspects and defendants with mental illness to play

an active role in criminal trials. For example, conduct a criminal psychiatric assessment, fully
respect it, and actively recognize the involvement of specialists such as psychiatrists.
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