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This study, based on an analysis of German and Austrian law, analyzes the
accessory theory and shows the following two consequences. First, the principle that when a
principal offender’ s behavior is justified, then by virtue of that justification, the subordinate
offender is also justified, can be legitimated by the fact that he or she indirectly cause
consequences on which the justification of the principal offender is based. Second, even if there is
a gap in recognition of criminal facts between a principal offender and subordinate offender, each
offender is punished according to their own recognition.
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