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This research focuses on adoption of a stepchild, and the legal alternatives
to stepchild adoption in Japan, Germany, and England and Wales. One of the focal points of this
research is the interpretation of the best interest of the child in the context of stepchild
adoption, both in the wider context of the necessity and nature of stepchild adoption, as well as
when courts etc. apply this concept in individual cases. Through comparative research, | have
analyzed the merits and shortcomings in the ways that the three jurisdictions regulate stepchild
adoption, and the processes set out for such adoptions. As a result, 1 have attempted to make
suggestions for the improvement of the regulation of stepchild adoption in Japan. | have also
outlined models for creating alternatives to stepchild adoption in Japan.
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