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This study explored the causes and consequences of divergent patterns of

electoral manipulation and fraud. It consists of two sets of analysis: a cross-national, comparative
analysis and a case study focusing on Malaysia, which experienced democratization during the period
of this project. Regarding the causes, this study proposed a simple typology of electoral
maneuvering tools and analyzed how the structure of party governance, electoral competitiveness,
political institutions, and economic factors affect the salient patterns of electoral manipulation
and fraud. As for the consequences, it examined the determinants of citizens’ (mis)perception about

electoral integrity and assessed how the (mis)perceived electoral integrity affects the trajectory
of regime change (e.g., democratization and democratic backsliding% by encoura?ing/discouraging
citizens to turnout, support/reject illiberal parties, and take other political actions (e.g.,
volunteering in election monitoring).
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