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Elucidation of the Continuation Mechanism of Overseas Military Bases - Path
Dependence Analysis
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Base Politics

By examining the reali?nment rocess of U.S. military bases in Japan that
has occurred since the late 1960s, we have analyzed the issue of "path dependency"” that affects the
persistence mechanism of bases. The concentration of bases in Okinawa today was not only shaped by
the external environment, such as geographical conditions and threats but was also influenced to a
certain extent by political factors, including the anti-base movement on the mainland. The political
cost of transferring bases to Okinawa rose after Okinawa®s return to the administrative authority.
Therefore, the transfer of bases from mainland Japan to Okinawa occurred just before administrative
authority was returned. Depending on the timing and sequence of political events surrounding the
bases, they could have been located in very different ways than they are today.
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Japan-U.S. alliance and the base issue: Beyond the ‘ dichotomy’ of the 50th anniversary of the 2022
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