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This study examines Sino-Japanese relations from the 1970s to the 1980s and
identifies two patterns in which China"s domestic politics influence its policy toward Japan.
The first is how the power structure in Chinese politics affects foreign policy toward Japan. In
some cases, friction with foreign countries was an unintended result of the bureaucracy and
production sites scrambling to take the lead, following the orders of the supreme leader. In other
cases, political leaders tried to improve relations with Japan to gain an advantage in the domestic
power struggle.
Another pattern is that changes in national identity lead to changes in perceptions of security and
national interests, which in turn affect China"s policy toward Japan.
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