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The project helped raise important questions and deepened knowledge about UK-Japan peacetime

military links from a historical and contemporary perspective. Participants in the project were able
to facilitate exchanges between Japanese and British scholars and policy makers working on this
topic.

This project produced a number of high-quality international academic
conference panels, presentations, conference papers, and an edited book (forthcoming). It helped

build a network of scholars both in Japan and overseas who continue to co-operate in research on
this topic and other related projects.
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On the general subject of UK-Japan peacetime military links, there was not much
in print at the time. There were virtually no publications on the topic in Japanese.
In English, parts of one of Nish’s multi-volume edited work History of Anglo-
Japanese Relations 1600-2000, gave some insights and some of the Japan
Society’s Britain & Japan: Biographical Portraits provided some historical material,
as did a number of newer think-tank papers on the more contemporary aspects
of the relationship, but there were no focused studies or dedicated edited volumes
looking specifically. As such, a proper historical contextualization was absent, as
was an examination the current legacies, of past peacetime links between the

militaries of Britain and Japan.

Within the specific area | chose to focus most of my research on (the British
garrison of Yokohama (1864-1875)), there were a few works available in
Japanese and one in English. However, none of these were really sufficient, with
much of the material in Japanese being semi-academic and/or produced by the
curatorial staff of the Yokohama archives of history and there being no book
length single author study dedicated directly to the topic. The sole English
language works on the subject at the start of the project were a Master’s
dissertation from the early 1990s, and parts of a book chapter by Hamish lon in

O’Brien’s 2004 edited volume The Anglo-Japanese Alliance, 1902-1922.



The purpose of this project was to examine the history of peacetime Anglo-
Japanese military exchanges, extending from the Bakumatsu era through to the
present. Alongside their deep historical roots, the military links between the UK
military and Japanese Self Defense Forces (SDF) have recently revived and are
expanding year on year. The project aimed to contextualize and examine these
links in a holistic way, producing research on various underexamined peacetime
Anglo-Japanese military exchanges from the first peaceful interactions in the
1860s, through to the present. The edited volume and its connected
presentations and conference panels included research conducted on elements
of the relationship spanning throughout the designated period and also offered
commentary on the relevance of these historical links in informing and furthering
the connections of today. My personal focus was on the Bakumatsu and early
Meiji era British garrison in Japan, whose influences | sought to investigate and
whose history | aimed to contextualize within recent developments in the

historiography.

Much of the historical research was conducted in a conventional way using
primary sources from archives and published secondary sources. The more
contemporary research papers which made up parts of the edited volume also
employed extensive interviews, and usage of recent think tank reports and

published government papers.

For my own contribution, | started by employing well know archival materials from
the UK and Japan, as well as secondary sources on related topics. An original

approach of mine, and one which uncovered hitherto unused material, was that



of looking at the regimental museum archives of the successor units of those that
made up the garrison. This led to the location, transcribing and use of new
accounts of life in the garrison, hitherto unknown in the British or Japanese

scholarship.

The research was also presented at various conferences and meetings both
inside and outside Japan, by both myself and by others involved in the edited
volume. These presentations helped with the identification of new sources,
networking, and in disseminating knowledge of the project to the academic and

policy communities.

Due to the impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic much of the planned output of
material was disrupted and delayed as international travel and access to
materials became impossible for most of 2020 and 2021. Nevertheless, the
project produced and edited volume (due to be released in the first quarter of
2023), a number of conference proceedings / articles, and many conference
presentations. The research outcomes were of a very high quality and the project
helped establish a lasting network of scholars and practitioners working in this
field, which will hopefully generate further scholarly and policy relevant research

in future.
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