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Effects of Sustainable Fisheries Certification on Fishery Stocks
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Under the research question of whether sustainable fishery certification
affects fishery resources, this study matched publicly available stock levels and fishing pressure
with certified fisheries and compared certified and non-certified stock levels and fishing pressure.

We also verified whether the scores of the assessment items conducted at the time of certification
were related in any way to the stock and catch. The results showed that from the first year of
certification to the last year of available data, stock abundance increased and fishing pressure
decreased for certified fisheries, while stock abundance decreased and fishing pressure increased
for non-certified fisheries. A correlation was also observed between assessment scores and
stock/fishing pressure, indicating that assessment items can be a means of indicating the status of
a sustainable fishery.
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