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Healthcare systems that meet the needs of the multicultural society in Japan:
Lessons learned from narratives of Japanese Returnees from China
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This study focused on Japanese healthcare systems and investigated how it
met/unmet the needs of the multicultural society in Japan by 1) historical review of Japanese
healthcare policy, 2) collection of narratives of Japanese Returnees from China (Chugoku-kikokusha),

and 3) examination of the applicability of American minority health policy to Japan.
A historical review of Japanese healthcare policy suggested a lack of consideration to human rights
of "foreign" residents in many former policies. The US has a comprehensive "minority health” policy
to correct the health disparities which have been created by "structural™ discrimination. Many
policies were found to be applicable in Japan; for example, creating a social platform for
;mmigfgqts to play an active role in society and mandating medical interpreters in public medical
acilities.
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