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A Historical Study on the Practices of Prisons and Ex-offender Rehabilitation
Facilities in the Late Meiji Period
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This study clarified the practices of prisons and shelters for ex-offenders

in the latter half of the Meiji era. Additionally, it critically examined the existing literature in
social welfare studies and discussed the achievements of this field of research. Specifically, the
following two results were obtained. First, it became clear that the "history of offender
rehabilitation” in existing studies from the field of History of Social Work was often analyzed from
a modernist bias. Second, by examining specialized journals of the time to understand the specific
practices that were carried out in prisons and by protection societies for released prisoners from
the middle to the end of the Meiji era, it was possible to shed light on the actual conditions of

some of these rehabilitation facilities.
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