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A comprehensive study of intellectual education influenced by post-Sputnik
curriculum reforms in postwar early childhood education

Fukumoto, Mayumi
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The study aims to describe the characteristics of preschool intellectual
education in Japan in the 1960-1970s in relation to the curriculum reforms of the post-Sputnik era.
In this study, basic data in the three areas of mathematics, science, and language were collected
and examined, focusing on curriculum guidelines for preschool education at the time and distinctive
examples of intellectual education. As a result, it became clear that "play" for the purpose of
cognitive development was emphasized as an educational method as a characteristic of intellectual
education influenced by the post-Sputnik era curriculum reforms. The historical background, specific

contents and methods of early childhood education emphasizing "play" and its relationship to the
connection between preschool education and elementary school education were also discussed.
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