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Choosing science as a career path: Qualitative analysis of students®
decision-making process

Okamoto, Sachi
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This study has shown that the experiences required to choose a career in
science can be broadly divided into school education and home environment. In terms of school
education, 1 found that comparison with surrounding students not only led to a sense of strength or
weakness and interest in science and mathematics subjects, but also that praise and comments from
others promoted the recognition of one"s own aptitude. In contrast, in the home environment, it was
found that parents® occupations and specific activities at home, as well as dialogue and
collaborative activity with parents, lead to children's self-awareness as science majors.
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