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Development of local problem-solving based classes in long-term integrated
education in KOSEN and impact upon stakeholders
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This study hypothesizes that a combination of social studies and specialized
courses is essential for students in institutions of higher education in the sciences, especially
civil engineering. Based on this method of collaborative instruction, it aims to develop and
implement a program on the theme of "maintaining and ensuring local public transportation,”™ which is
a common issue for cities in Japan. The analysis of the class results showed that students could
associate the prior knowledge acquired in geography courses with social problems in the field of
civil engineering. In other words, the specialized courses cultivated a knowledge of general
subjects and aided civil engineering students in realizing the significance of taking social studies
courses.
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