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Investigation of factors that promote communication between children and robots
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In this study, we examined how we could elicit a robot’ s anthr0ﬁomorphism
by interacting with it. We set up a group of preschool children to behave similarly to the
mechanical-looking robot, and another group to behave differently from it. Children were asked to
draw the robot before and after playing with it, and we used an indicator of whether they
anthropomorphized the robot"s drawing. The results showed that the group that behaved similarly to
the robot was more likely to draw it with a face and eyes after playing with it. In other words,
these findings suggest that anthropomorphism could be elicited toward the robot by imitating it.
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