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Effects of conceiving events and emotions on temporal cognition: Cultural
differences between Japan and US
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Animation tasks to assess temporal cognition (time/ego-moving) were
successfully developed. Results of cross-cultural experiments using these animation tasks revealed
that American participants were more likely to choose the ego-moving animation compared to Japanese
participants only when they imagined their positive future or when they recalled their negative
past. It implies that Americans have cognitive tendency to move away from a negative past and toward

a bright future. The results also found that these cultural differences can be explained by
Americans’ high sense of control in life.
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https://youtu.be/siDDEbKVFRA (ego-moving)
https://youtu.be/6N9Epvode-s (time-moving)
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