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An important result of this research project was to summarize the history of
past disasters in Wakayama Prefecture by investigating the location and history of shrines. Based
on the results of this research, a social experiment was conducted at ltate Shrine in Wakayama City
to develop a community for disaster risk reduction with the shrine as its base. Through this social

experiment, a conceptual model was developed that showed the importance of (1) open shrine
management, (2) sharing local disaster risks through collaborative actions, and (3) developing
practices based on the interest of local residents.
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