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Comparative Research on the way of rural planning of the Most Beautiful Villages
between France and Japan
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In this stud¥, we conducted a comparative research between Japan and France,

focusing on the "Most Beautiful Villages™ that began in France in 1982. The "Most Beautiful
Villages" movement®s approach to rural social development was to brand entire villages and develop
community businesses, with quality control of the local and cultural heritage.

One of the subjects of the "Most Beautiful Villages" branding and community business, but not yet
an evaluation index, was the viewpoint of "linking agriculture and food locally. As represented by
the concept of "terroir,” The perspective of "agricultural and food self-sufficiency zones" is not
currently reflected in the criteria for judging.

Against the above background, the leading questions of this study were summarized as follows. How
can the practices that have been oriented toward "regional self-sufficiency zones for agriculture
and food,"™ be realized as a rural community development method for "the most beautiful village"?
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